
What I know and can explain

Listening

I can listen attentively to ideas and respond appropriately with positive comments, observant  
suggestions and challenges.

I can notice and comment not only what is said but also how it is said e.g. beginning to understand 
irony, empathy, confusion.

I can ask for clarifications, discuss different interpretations and fully understand when something is 
ambiguous.

Questioning

I can understand and use different types of questions to suit different situations e.g. open, closed and 
rhetorical.

I can effectively change the tone of voice when asking different question types.

Vocabulary

I can evaluate the effectiveness and impact of my own and others’ word choices and consider alternatives 
for effect e.g. explains how and why words and phrases have been adapted for an argument.

I can know that words can have more than one meaning.

I can use Tier 2 and 3 vocabulary with precision and competence.

Justify: answers, argument, opinion

I can articulate clearly and justify more complex opinions with some elaboration, taking notice of the 
opinion of others.

Describe events and express feelings

I can adapt the structure of talk in ways which support meaning and show attention to the listener e.g. 
clearly summarises and reports back findings in a logical order supported by well-chosen relevant details.

Discuss with a group

I can structure my talk to meet the needs of their listeners e.g. well-chosen / relevant details, appropriate 
language choices, clear and succinct information and a range of non-verbal gestures (such as deliberate 
pause / delay for effect).
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What I know and can explain

Talk to embed understanding

I can use a wide range of vocabulary (cause/effect, possibility, predict, presume, suppose, conclude, 
guess, infer, estimate, suspect, consider, deduce, expect) to speculate about possible outcomes in 
narrative and real life situations.

Speak audibly and fluently

I can confidently use intonation linked to grammar.

I can confidently use complex grammar and sentence structure.

I can use a wider range of subordinating conjunctions and adverbials within their talk to make language 
flow e.g. meanwhile, yet, therefore, however etc.

Public speaking, debating and performing

I can demonstrate the ability to adapt a character to different scenarios and is able to sustain a role 
effectively.

I can confidently vary grammar and vocabulary to suit the audience, purpose and or / context.

Maintain listeners’ interest

I can show an ability to vary delivery and tone to convey meaning and to match to the needs of the 
audience.

Evaluate others’ viewpoint

I can interpret and respond to different viewpoints by building on contributions of others’ and  
formulating questions to deepen understanding.

Use appropriate registers

I can, in a range of situations, adapt language style and register to suit the purpose e.g. can effectively 
argue their point in a discussion without become visibly frustrated and maintains control of their tone, 
language and responses.

I can adapt speech depending on the audience (formal / informal).


