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Purpose of Policy 

Whilst history is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum, it is a subject whose importance and benefit to children 
cannot be overstated. History has the ability to create a bridge between today’s world and the myriad of fascinating worlds 
of the past, which automatically provokes questions from pupils. Tempered and channelled correctly, its study can turn this 
naturally occurring curiosity into the development of tools such as identification, comparison, critiquing and evaluating which 
every pupil needs in order to be able to express their thoughts and positively engage with the world around them. 
 
At Churchfields we are mindful of this significance and scope for the subject, and seek to maximise its benefits through a 
carefully selected knowledge-led curriculum, based on the National Curriculum guidelines. The National Curriculum has a 
similar, broad and wide-reaching expectation that History should inspire, motivate and promote meaningful opportunities for 
children to reflect on their own values and society.  
 
The National Curriculum in England states that a ‘high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge 
and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the 
past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop 
perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the 
diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their 
time.’ (National Curriculum in England, DfE) 
 
Furthermore, the teaching of history is particularly relevant to the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 

• SDG 4 Quality Education 
• SDG 5 Gender equality 
• SDG 16 Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions  

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/  
 
“The Sustainable Development Goals are the blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all. They address 
the global challenges we face, including those related to poverty, inequality, climate, environmental degradation, prosperity, 
and peace and justice.” 
 
Aims and outcomes 

 To acquire key historical substantive and disciplinary knowledge to maximise historical understanding.  

 To gain a coherent, chronological knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. 

 To develop a deep understanding of history, by helping children connect new knowledge with existing knowledge 
so they are fluent and unconsciously competent at applying their knowledge as skills. 

 To deliver academic excellence. 

 To contribute to a connected network of ideas and knowledge across the curriculum. 

 To equip children with knowledge and cultural capital that they need to succeed in life.  

 To engender an appreciation of human achievement and an understanding of its development.  

 To introduce pupils to the language and vocabulary of History. 

 To introduce pupils to key historical skills such as oracy and argument.  

 To make reasoned arguments about historical influences on current development and sustainability issues.  

 To explore how the actions of people in the past have led to some of the global problems we face today.  

 To understand the impact their choices can have on the future. 

 To develop knowledge of other societies, cultures and beliefs. 

 To understand the impact values and beliefs have on the decisions and actions of individuals, organisations and 
governments, made today. 

 To enable pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies 
and relationships between different groups. To help pupils explore their own identity, values and beliefs.  

 
Teaching and learning 

Successful teaching at Churchfields includes a progression of historical skills and concepts alongside historical knowledge.  
As pupils progress through the school, their knowledge is added to each year, and they are encouraged to engage more 
and more with their developing knowledge to the point where analysis and critical evaluation of historical material and 
concepts develops.  
The key knowledge and understanding for this development, as well as the as the key historical skills outlined in the 
National Curriculum are as follows: 
 

• Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to 
1066, and then the local experience of WW2 (in particular Winston Churchill), looking at how people’s lives have 
shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world; 
• Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the 
expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and 
follies of mankind; 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
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• Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, 
‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’, ‘democracy’, ‘monarchy’, ‘economic’, ‘archaeology’, ‘liberty’, ‘fairness’, ‘justice’; 
• By year 6, to understand disciplinary concepts such as: continuity and change; cause and consequence; 
similarities and differences; significance. 
• Use these terms to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and 
create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses; 
• Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, 
and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed; 
• Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the 
connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, 
political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales; 
• Critically engage with sources of information, for example primary and secondary sources, as well as 
understanding limits of reliability. 

 
Strategies for teaching and learning 

We advocate research-based principles of instruction that are faithfully adopted and intelligently adapted from research in 
cognitive science, research on master teachers and research on cognitive supports. We encourage all teachers to adapt 
their knowledge of these practices towards history lessons. Teaching history at Churchfields Junior School should be 
guided by these principles as set out in the Teaching & Learning Policy. 
 

Barak Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction 
 
1. Begin a lesson with a short review of previous learning (Reactivation) 
2. Present new material in small steps with pupil practice after each step 
3. Ask a LARGE number of questions and check the responses of ALL pupils 
4. Provide models 
5. Guide pupil practice 
6. Check for pupil understanding 
7. Obtain a high success rate 
8. Provide scaffolds 
9. Require and monitor independent practice 
10. Engage pupils in weekly and monthly review 
 
Retrieval Practice – as outlined in the Teaching & Learning policy, including revision of Knowledge Organisers and 
homework.  
 
Other strategies from the Teaching and Learning policy should be used in history lessons. 
 
Knowledge Organisers should be used to revisit previous learning to help pupils to secure knowledge in their long-term 
memory following the principles of Spaced Repetition as outlined in the Teaching & Learning policy. 
 
Evaluation and Assessment 

At CJS assessment is for and with pupils rather than ‘done to’ pupils. Good assessment and evaluation improves the quality 
of teaching and learning and as such is integral to the whole process.  
In conjunction with this policy please also read the Feedback and Marking Policy and the Assessment Policy. The school 
particularly values assessment as an on-going process and uses Assessment for Learning strategies.  Assessment for 
Learning includes: 

➢ Learning objectives and success criteria explained to pupils. 

➢ Questioning to check for understanding 

➢ Use of the plenary which should refer clearly to the learning objective. It should be an opportunity to reflect upon 

what has been learned and to revisit teaching points.  
 
Gathering evidence of pupil attainment is an integral part of assessment, which is built into the schemes of work.  
Teachers can obtain evidence by direct observation of children at work, questioning pupils or listening to their 
conversations, looking at their drawings, models, diagrams, plans and written work, by photographing and recording their 
finished products. 
 
The History leader monitors teaching and progress by: 

 Informal discussions with teachers, LSAs and children 

 An annual resource audit 

 Assessing work and progress including book scrutiny and selected examples from each class being analysed 
against a progression table 

 Regular planning review 
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 Test Your Skills review and analysis of assessment scores 

 Learning walks 

 Pupil conferencing 
 
 
 
 
Year overview 

 

Year Autumn Spring Summer 

3 Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to 
the Iron Age 

Ancient Egypt – achievements and 
influence on other cultures 

4 Ancient Greece – A study of Greek life and 
achievements and their influence on the 
western world 

The Roman empire and its impact on 
Britain  

5 Anglo-Saxon settlement of Britain Golden Age of Islam – a non-European 
society that provides contrasts with British 
History (Anglo-Saxons/Vikings) 

6 WW2 – study of impact of 
leaders (Churchill vs. 
Hitler) and connection to 
local area (S. Woodford) 

The Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
struggle for the Kingdom of 
England 

Medicine through time – 
study of an aspect or theme 
in British history that extends 
pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 

 
 
The role and responsibility of the subject leader 

 

 To support and guide the classroom practice of teachers and support staff 

 To ensure challenging resources are available to staff (including sources and replica artefacts) 

 To promote inspiring school trips and events that will engage children in their topic more 

 To promote History further using the Time Travellers pupil leadership group 

 To ensure coverage, continuity and progression in planning 

 To monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of History teaching and learning 

 To update documentation where necessary 

 To produce action plans for the School Development Plan and manage the budget allocated effectively 

 To liaise and consult with outside agencies where appropriate 

 To prepare and lead INSET 

 To attend relevant INSET training 

 To review regularly the contribution made by History to a meaningful curriculum 
 
 
Equal Opportunities and Inclusion  

By its very nature, history has the wonderful ability of creating a sense of reflection and judgement. When looking at past 
events, children naturally draw conclusions about justice and fairness, whilst simultaneously encouraging empathy when 
imagining what it would be like to live in a particular time, or with a particular group.  This helps develop their own, individual 
understanding of right and wrong and what it means to be a responsible, respectful and active citizen in their community. 
When looking at past societies and the experience of people living in them, we encourage children to compare them to their 
own lives. This has the dual benefit of both seeing how far society has come, as well as aspects that still need to be 
addressed. An example of this would be looking at the representation of women throughout the history periods we study, 
and using this to ask questions that really probe, analyse and evaluate gender stereotypes. History is unique in its ability to 
address such important discussions, allowing children to draw their own conclusions organically. Ideally, this contributes to 
an independent, well-rounded thinker that looks at the world and asks intelligent, perceptive questions.  
 
Such a culture of evaluation within history is also useful in analysing social groups and how their routes can be found in 
certain time periods, and for what reasons. This stops a passive acceptance of what they appear to see and experience, 
and instead encourages them to look beyond the what, when and where, and start thinking more about the why. Taking this 
one step further would involve looking at the human nature and how this has affected the course of history, and how we can 
use that knowledge to create a better path in the future.  
 
All children will be given an equal opportunity to maximise their individual potential; this is regardless of ability, gender, 
race, religion/beliefs, disability or talent.  Activities both within and outside the classroom are planned in a way that 
encourages full and active participation by all children, matched to their knowledge, understanding and previous 
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experience. Attention will be paid to presenting a range of perspectives on historical events and issues, not only the view of 
the majority or most well-known and the social, cultural and religious context of the pupils who attend our school will be 
taken into account. 
 
Equal emphasis will be given to the roles of both men and women in society, at all levels of History study. Every effort will 
be made to ensure that activities are equally interesting to both boys and girls. The Time Travellers pupil group will 
participate in promoting inclusive historical celebrations such as Black History Month (October) and Women’s History Month 
(March), without giving way to tokenism. 
 
Resources  

Most resources are distributed across classrooms, including artefacts and text books. Additional resources are available 
from the school’s museum of artefacts and the history lead. A full list of resources is kept with the History leader. New 
resources are purchased when funding is made available.  The History leader is responsible for completing an annual 
financial bid for the maintenance and development of the subject, in which new resources are requested. 
 
Time Travellers 

The Time Travellers are a pupil leadership group lead by the Subject Lead. They meet weekly to discuss the promotion of 
history across the school, maintain the Churchfields Museum, discuss and research historical topics of interest, prepare 
assemblies about famous historical events and people. Sessions are structured to ensure that the activities are inclusive of 
the topics studied across all years.  
 
Churchfields Museum 

Churchfields Museum is an in-house museum which displays artefacts and replica artefacts. The Time Travellers help to 
put together displays of objects from the topics in the year overview. The artefacts are collected from donations from staff, 
children and in school supplies. The displays are a collection of objects from topics which have already been covered so 
that the children have an opportunity to reflect further. The museum allows children to learn about the topics that other year 
groups have studied. 
 
Review 

This policy is reviewed by staff and governors every three years.  Parents are most welcome to view copies of this 
document on the schools’ website and comments are invited from anyone involved in the life of the school. 
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Endpoints 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


