
Key vocabulary

continent A large area of land that 
consists of many countries

countries
A nation with its own 
government, occupying a 
particular territory.

capital city
A city where the government 
of a country or state is 
based.

cities A large town within a county 
or state.

equator An imaginary line around the 
centre of the Earth. 

latitude How far north or south a 
place is from the equator.

longitude

The distance on the Earth's 
surface between a specific 
point and the prime meridian 
in Greenwich England.

climate
What the weather is usually 
like and has been like for 
years.

Tropical

The climate of the regions 
around the equator up to the 
Tropic of Cancer and the 
Tropic of Capricorn.

indigenous Has lived in a particular 
place for many generations.

North America
North America is one of the world’s seven continents, 
with 24 countries. The USA is spilt up into 50 states
with Alaska being one of the states of the USA. North 
America also includes Canada, Greenland, Mexico, 
Central America and The Caribbean.

The Americas

South America
South America is also one of the seven 
continents in the world. There are 15 countries in 
South America. The largest country is Brazil and 
the smallest is South Georgia and the South 
Sandwich Islands.

Greenland is the largest island in the world. Wales 
could fit into it 100 times.
Canada has the longest shoreline in the world and 
contains more than half of the lakes on Earth.

Mexico City is the largest city in North America.

Central America is a group of countries on the tip of 
the  North America continent. 

English is most widely spoken, but in Canada there 
are a significant proportion of French speakers, and in 
Mexico Spanish is the main language.

The Amazon Rainforest covers 30% of South 
America. It is very biodiverse – there are around 2.5 
million different species of plants living there.

La Paz (the capital city of Bolivia) is the highest 
capital in the world. The city is 3,600 metres up in 
the clouds.

Population: About 390 million people.

Spanish is most widely spoken in South America, 
but Portuguese is the main language of Brazil.

South America is famous for its dramatic music and 
dance traditions such as tango and samba




