
Resources across the world 

Potable (drinking) water

Fossil fuels (oil, gas and coal)

Cereals

Protein (meat, dairy and soya)

Metals

Precious metals and stones

Rare earth minerals

Settlements

A settlement is a place where people 
live. Different countries have slightly 
different definitions; these are correct 
in the UK.

The smallest possible settlement is a 
single house or shelter.

Hamlet – a small number of 
dwellings in a rural area, typically 
comprising farms and farm houses. 
The economy of this settlement is 
agriculture. There is no meeting 
place such as a church or pub,

Village – a larger settlement with 
more amenities such as a church, 
shop, pub or post office. The 
economy is more mixed between 
agriculture manufacturing, services 
and commerce.

Town – Is usually has a larger 
population than a village. It often has 
a market where goods can be bought 
and sold. It usually has an 
governmental administrative 
function – e.g. a town hall.

City – City status in the UK is granted 
by Royal Charter. Most cities have 
Cathedrals although many cities do 
not and some towns do. A city will 
usually have a university.

Conurbation –two or more cities 
have merged due to urban sprawl.

Migration

Immigration – people moving into an area from outside.

Emigration – people moving out of an area from outside.

Internal migration – people moving within an area (to permanently live).

Economic migration – people moving to better their life chances.

Asylum seeker – A person who leaves a place because of conflict (e.g. war) 
or natural disaster (e.g. famine) and seeks safety elsewhere.

Refugee – A person who has been accepted as needing to leave their place 
of origin because of natural disaster or conflict by the government of the 
place they have moved to.

Concentric zones within cities

Central business district – often the oldest area as 
cities generally grow out from the centre. Usually 
have any government buildings. Offices are often 
here as it is easier for workers to commute to. May 
have limited housing (e.g. City of London). Offices 
and housing are very dense except in historic areas.

Inner city – Usually more housing and less offices. 
Newer housing is very dense (e.g. tower blocks) 
Housing stock is usually older than in the outer city. 
Popular with younger adults and lower income 
households who use public transport.

Outer city – Newer housing which was built as the 
city expanded. Often less dense than inner city. 
May have larger houses for more affluent residents.

Suburbs – Lower density housing. Residents are 
often more reliant on private cars for transport.  
Often have older residents who are more affluent. 

Population pyramids showing the numbers of men and women at different ages in the UK 
(left) and Brazil (right) in 2019. 

Population – key data

Global 7.8 billion (Feb 2021)

UK 66.65 million (2019)

Population – key terminology

The population is the number of humans living in a defined area.

Demographics – the statistical study of human populations.

Birth rate – the number of new babies born per 1000 people each year.

Death rate – the number of people who die per 1000 people each year.




