
Tools and Materials

Printing ink An ink used during printmaking. Printing ink is 
usually thicker than paint so that it can be 
applied using a roller instead of a brush.

Traditional Lino linseed oil is heated in thin layers which thicken 
and become rubbery; this is then pressed onto a 
mesh of coarse threads to help hold it together 
in sheets.

Softcut Lino SoftCut prints very similarly to lino but is much 
easier to cut. Softcut prints well on most papers, 
card and fabric, and can even print on curved 
surfaces due to its flexibility.

Brayer (Roller) A brayer is the roller you use to apply ink to 
your design from the printing plate. Brayers  can 
be made with either hard or soft rubber.

Printing plate The surface used to apply ink onto your Brayer.

Cutting Tool A cutting tool can be made out of either wood 
or plastic. You can change the blades by 
unscrewing the tip of the handle to create 
different cuts, generating different patterns and 
effects.

Bench hook A wooden serface which can be hooked onto 
the the table. The lino is placed on the bench 
hook to keep the lino from slipping.

Key Vocabulary

Texture The feel or look of a surface.

Pattern An arrangement of shapes, lines, letters, 
numbers, or colors.

Repeated Pattern An arrangement of shapes, lines, letters, 
numbers, or colors that can be repeated 
or used again and again.

Tessellated Pattern A pattern that can be repeated in 
contrasting angles to create a larger 
pattern.

Blade The sharp metal tip of the cutting tool. 
These come in various shapes and sizes 
that create different cuts, generating 
different patterns and effects.

Negative space The parts of the lino that have been 
cutaway which will not be inked

Positive space The parts of the lino that have been left 
that will be inked to create the design.

Printing plate Is the material that has the design that 
you want to print on. In this case the 
printing plate is the lino.

Lino Printing

Lino printing is a form of fine art printmaking where the printing 
plate is cut into lino. The lino is then inked, a piece of paper 
placed over it, and then run through a printing press or pressure 
applied by hand to transfer the ink to the paper.


