
Key words

CAD
CAD stands for Computer aided design and 
refers to any design that is created through 
the use of computer software.

Vinyl 
Cutter

A vinyl cutter is a machine that cuts out 
designs created in CAD software. The machine 
has a blade that moves along a track using 
rollers to cut out designs. It can be used to cut 
vinyl, paper, card, thin metal and also thin 
wood. The cutter can also be used to score 
lines making things like packaging easier to 
fold.

Target 
Market

The target market refers to the person or 
group of people that a product has been 
designed for. It may sometimes be called the 
target audience or the user.

Sketch

ISketches can be drawn by hand or using CAD 
software. A sketch is the name given to an 
initial design and is used to start the design 
process. Sketches help the designer to work 
through ideas in a visual way, allowing them to 
understand how they want their final products 
to look.

2D 
Design

2D design stands for two dimensional design. 
2D design will have dimensions of height and 
width.

3D 
Design

3D design stands for three dimensional design. 
3D designs with have dimensions of height, 
width and depth.

Tools

Select The select tool is used to select an object and manipulate it. To select 
multiple objects hold down the shift key on your keyboard and click on 
the second object.

Edit The edit tool is used to change the position of a polyline’s anchor point 
and to manipulate the curve of a polyline. Click on the edit tool and click 
and manipulate the point as desired.

Zoom The zoom tool enlarges or reduces the size of an object for viewing your 
work space. Left click to enlarge and right click to reduce.

Text The text tool inserts text into your design. When this tool is selected you 
can click anywhere on your work space and begin to write text. The text is 
outlined and displayed as a contour line only. You can align your text to a 
shape by clicking on the shape then selecting the text tool and typing your 
text.

Shape
rectangle

The rectangle tool adds a rectangle to your design. To make a square, hold 
down the shift key as you drag the mouse to create your object.

Shape
Circle/ellipse

The circle /ellipse tool adds an ellipse to your design. To make a circle, 
hold down the shift key as you drag the mouse to create your object.

Shape
Polygon

The polygon tool adds a polygon to your design. To make a regular 
polygon, with equal measurements on each side, hold down the shift key 
as you drag the mouse to create your object.

Shape
Star

The star tool adds a star to your design. To make a star that is equal 
measurements on all sides, hold down the shift key as you drag the mouse 
to create your object.

Polyline
Straight

The polyline tool allows you to create a non-curved polyline. Select the 
tool and click where you want to start the polyline. Continue to drag your 
mouse and when you are ready to add your anchor point left click to add 
the new anchor point. Once you are finished adding all your anchor 
points, double click to create the end point. While drawing you can open 
up the shortcut menu by right clicking on your mouse.

Polyline
Curve 

The curve tool allows you to create a curved polyline. The same rules 
apply to the non-curved polyline. Simply click to create an anchor point 
and double click to create the end point. The same shortcut menu appears 
with a right click.

Roland CutStudio

Roland CutStudio software makes it easy to draw and edit 
circles and curves, position text on lines, and import and 
cut files in a wide range of formats from popular design 
packages. This software allows you to print designs using 
traditional printers or can be sent straight to vinyl cutters 
to create many different products.


