
Key discoveries

Troops defeated a 
Chinese army in 751, 
and learnt how to 
make paper that was 
easier than calfskin 
(Europe) and 
stronger than 
papyrus (Egypt)

Mariam Al-Astrolab
invented the 
astrolabe, which was 
a way of charting 
movement of the 
stars and finding 
your way. This 
science is a massive 
part of how satellites 
work.

House of Wisdom. 
Library with 400,000 
books from Ancient 
Greece, Rome, Egypt, 
Persia. Lots had been 
translated into 
Arabic, meaning that 
it contained a vast 
amount of 
knowledge.

Al Zahwari. Spanish. 
Father of surgery. His 
book was used for 
hundreds on years 
across the world. 
Invented scalpel 
amongst other things

Cordoba

In 711 AD, the Islamic empire 
invaded the south of Spain and 
conquered most of modern day 
Spain and Portugal. They made 
Cordoba their capital.
Most people there already were 
Christian or, but within 200 years 
most had converted to Islam and 
spoke Arabic.

By 10th century it was one of 
biggest cities in  the world 500,000 
inhabitants.
3000 mosques – said to be some of 
the most beautiful buildings n the 
world.

In 961, its ruler built a library (said 
to contain 600,000 books from 
across the empire. 

Christian kingdoms of northern 
Spain took back city in 1236 AD. 
Last Islamic city was Granada, which 
fell to Christians in 1492

Fall of Baghdad and empire
In 9th Century Baghdad was biggest city in the world. 

There were lots of family arguments over who should have power, which meant there were 
lots of wars and battles for the city.

House of Wisdom weakened with rulers less interested in knowledge. 

Build up pf salt from rivers gradually poisoned farm land around the city.

After lots of infighting, the empire had broken apart and Baghdad was eventually conquered. 
In 1258, Mongols from China destroyed the city. Its canals and waterworks were destroyed, as 
was the house of wisdom. Legend says that the river Tigris ran black with ink from all the 
books dumped into the river


