
Britain Romans 43 – 450 AD Anglo Saxons 450 - 1066 Medieval 1066 - 1497

Europe Romans 756 BC – 476 AD

World Romans 130 BC – 476 AD Golden Age of Islam 800 AD–
1258AD

Vikings 793 – 1200 AD

Other significant points about Baghdad
Everyday life – despite being it the 
desert, irrigation (using mechanics to put 
river water onto fields) provided fresh 
fruit and vegetables. The city had 26,000 
public bath houses – as it was important 
to be clean before one the 5 daily 
prayers.

Knowledge – the city was founded by 
someone called Al-Mansur. He loved 
knowledge, making sure that learning 
and education was a big part of Baghdad. 
House of Wisdom was a huge library, and 
scribes worked hard to translate books 
from Ancient civilisations.

First universities (Fez 859 AD), libraries, 
pharmacies, planet observatories and 
scientists came from Baghdad and across 
Islamic empire. 

Tolerance – anyone from any religion or 
job could live and work in Baghdad. They 
thought any new knowledge would be 
useful.

Baghdad London

If poor, shared single room 
with other families, made of 
red brick. If rich, there 
would be gardens with 
running water, slaves, 
balconies, orange and 
lemon trees. Windows.

If poor, house would be 
small and shared with 
animals. One room with a 
fire, hole in the floor outside 
for the loo. Water would 
need to be collected from a 
stream. If rich, separate 
barn for animals, new 
features like fireplaces, tiled 
floors and iron locks. 

Tigers from India, silk, paper 
and ink from china. Silver 
and gold from turkey. 
Armour and slaves from 
Russia. 

Wine, ale, bread, fish and 
meat. Luxuries would only 
come once a year in annual 
fairs.

Hospitals with doctors 
working full time, with 
students learning medicine 
from universities. Separate 
wards for different illnesses, 
and pharmacists.

When sick, you would have 
herbal remedies. If you had 
enough money you could go 
to a barber surgeon who 
would ‘let blood.’ Hospitals 
mainly provided food and 
warmth. 

Oxford and Cambridge 
existed, but education not 
important until 1400. 
People relied on church for 
knowledge. 

House of wisdom, libraries 
(with foreign books and 
translators), schools where 
people studies maths, 
chemistry, astronomy and 
other sciences.

Baghdad was built in 762 by the Abbasids (who had taken power from the 
Ummayyads). It was next to two rivers, the Tigris and Euphrates, because of the 
fertile land and existing trade routes along them (much like the Nile). Over the years, 
it became known as one of the most advanced and beautiful cities in the world.

The city was part of a larger Islamic 
empire started three centuries earlier by 
the Prophet Mohammed. He died in 631 
AD, and his successors quickly conquered 
organised lands around them.


