
Parliamentary Government
The UK’s Parliament developed over many centuries starting with 
the first parliament set up by Simon de Montford in 1265. 
Over time power more and more power has gone to the House of 
Commons away from the Monarch and Lords.

House of 
Commons

Elected representatives (MPs) from each part 
of the UK (constituencies). 

House of Lords Mostly people appointed to check and 
challenge the Government based on their 
careers. There are some hereditary peers and 
bishops as well. 

The Monarch The Head of State in the UK, currently Queen 
Elizabeth II. They meet the Prime Minister 
each week and sign laws (called Royal Assent).

The Prime 
Minister

The Head of Government. In the UK, the 
leader of the political party with the most 
MPs becomes the Prime Minister. They chose 
a ‘cabinet’ of MPs to run different parts of 
government.

The Government The party with the most MPs become the 
Government and run the country.

The Opposition
The second largest party gets to lead the 
‘Opposition’ who sit opposite the Government 
and challenge them on running the country.

Differences with the USA
The United States of America has a 
presidential system where the President is 
elected every four years and is both Head of 
State and Head of Government.
The US has two ‘houses’ like the UK, but both 
are elected: The House of Representatives
and The Senate.
The House of Representatives are elected 
every two years for each part of the USA.
The Senators are elected for terms of six 
years but elections are of a third at a time.

Key vocabulary

Head of 
Government

The top person involved in 
running the country.

Head of State

The ceremonial leader of a 
country: a president in a 
republic or a monarch in a 
constitutional monarchy.

Republic A country that is led has an 
elected Head of State.

Constitutional 
Monarchy

Where a country’s head of 
state is a Monarch, their 
power controlled by law.


