
Settlement

Anglo-
Saxons

Warriors and farmers from 
modern-day Scandinavia and 
northern Europe. Started off 
as invaders, but gradually 
settled and formed 7 
different kingdoms: 
Northumbria, Mercia, 
Wessex, Kent, East Anglia, 
Sussex and Essex.

Why? Roman empire had 
weakened and had left 
Britain so it was 
unprotected. Wanted land to 
farm and rule, homes and 
money. They were also 
invited by rulers to help 
them fight people!

How? Arrived on wooden boats. 
Established power through  
trade (money) and rule of 
law.

Key rulers.

Alfred 
the Great

King in the 9th century. Stopped Viking 
invasions and unified country. Supported 
arts and learning and Christianity.

Athelstan Alfred’s grandson who successfully beat 
back all Vikings after danelaw was 
abandoned. First King of unified England.

Athelred
the 
Unready

King in 10th century. Became king when he 
was young, unsuccessful in stopping Viking 
invasion. Tried bribing them (danegeld) 
and killing them (Brice’s day massacre). 
Neither of which worked.

Key  ideas
Archaeology Study of things that humans made, used and left behind. 

Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle

History on the Anglo-Saxons  written in the 9th century  during the 
reign of Alfred the Great. Tells us the first Vikings landed in 787.

Staffordshire hoard Largest ever find of Anglo-Saxon silver and gold (7th century). 
Found in 2009. 

Sutton Hoo 6th/7th century ship burial site in Suffolk. Where the famous 
helmet was found.

Danelaw When Alfred defeated Vikings, he agreed to split up England to 
stop the fighting, giving the Vikings the northern half. This was 
known as the ‘Danelaw.’ However, the peace didn't’t last long. 

Similar to modern day 
Britain

Different to modern day

Use of fines Violent punishments

Run by an elected 
government

Run by lots of royal 
families

Farming as a source of 
food

Lower life expectancy

Britain Romans 43 – 450 AD Anglo Saxons 450 - 1066 Medieval 1066 - 1497

Europe Romans 756 BC – 476 AD

World Romans 130 BC – 476 AD Golden Age of Islam 800 AD–
1258AD

Vikings 793 – 1200 AD

Paganism Christianity 

Rome had made parts of Britain 
Christian. However, the AS believed in 
different gods such as Woden (war), 
Thunor (thunder) and Friga (fertility). 
They believed in giants, dragons and 
elves. Beowulf is an example.

Didn’t disappear with Romans. Ireland had remained Christian. 
Missionaries (people sent to convert others to their religion) 
spread Christianity, especially in the north. Augustine 
converted AS King Ethelbert of Kent, who turned old roman 
church at Canterbury into centre of Christianity. Other 
kingdoms quickly followed.


