
Key Vocabulary

Trade Buying and selling goods. Romans traded across their empire, such as 
pottery and pitch (tar that made boats waterproof) from Spain, and 
glass and olive oil from Europe. 

pagan Someone non Christian.

polytheism Belief in more than one god, like the Greeks and romans before 
Christianity.

source A clue that that gives us information about a time in history. 

ecclesiastical Anything to do with the church and Christianity.

monastery Religious centre where monks live. Places of learning.

bias When you ley opinion alter the facts.

Republic A country ruled by the people without any king or queen.

Empire A group of countries ruled by one person – the Emperor. Other 
famous empires include the Mongols, British and Ottoman.

Invasion Attacking and moving into someone else’s land to try and take it over. 
Rome invaded many countries successfully (SUCH AS BRITAIN IN 43 
AD) due to its organisations, money and powerful army. 

Conquer A successful invasion that has made the new land part of the empire. 
Rome conquered Greece by 146 BC.

Celts The people who lived in Britain before the Romans invaded

Technology Created arches in buildings, grid based cities (like most cities in 
America today) roads, aquaducts (ways of moving water long 
distances), concrete, a calendar, sewers. All helped empire grow. 

Bede 672 – 735 AD

Who? A monk from Jarrow in the Anglo Saxon Kingdom of 
Northumbria. Though t to be one of the most 
important figures in English history because most of 
what we know about the Romans and Anglo Saxons 
in Britain up to 8th century comes from his giant book 
’The Ecclesiastical history of the English speaking 
people.’ 

What? Finished in 731 AD, this was a history of Britain and 
its Christianity from the invasion of Rome in 55 AD to 
the time when Bede finished. 

How? Bede used the extensive monastery library at Jarrow, 
as well as letters from bishops around the country 
and other histories written at the time. 

Why? Bede wanted to express his ideas about politics and 
religions, as well as make Northumbria (his native 
kingdom) seem more important than it was. 
Whilst it may be biased, it is the best source of 
information on religion and politics during the roman 
occupation of Britain

Sources

Primary 
Anything from the time period 
you are studying. This would 
include documents, diaries, as 
well as artifacts (objects)

Secondary
Written after the time, such as 
your history books and these 
knowledge organizers.

Bede’s book would be a mixture of the two!


