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Key events 

Trojan War 1200 BC.  Battle between Troy and and other city states started 
when one king stole another kings wife. City finally defeated by 
using a wooden horse. 

Olympic games Originally a religious festival to honour Zeus. Sporting, social and 
cultural highlight in Ancient Greece. Took place every 4 years. All 
free Greek males could take part – women could not compete or 
take part. 

Battle of 
Marathon

Took place in 490AD during the first Persian invasion of Greece. The 
end of the first attempt by King Darius I to conquer Greece. A 
messenger ad to run 26 miles, which led to the marathons we know 
today.

Sparta defeats 
Athens

Sparta was another city state that defeated Athens after the 
Peloponnesian wars from 431 BC TO 404 BC. 

Philip of 
Macedonia 
conquers Greece

Around 350 BC, Philip (King of Macedonia – another city state) 
defeats and unites all of Greece into single empire. 

Falls to Rome Roman empire had been growing steadily since 500 BC. Rome 
controlled Greece by 146 BC after he Battle of Corinth. They loved 
the culture and kept many features, such as the gods and 
goddesses (but gave them different names). 

Key figures

Archimedes (born 287 
CE) 

Invented a screw that drew water 
onto land.

Anaximander Invented cartography – map-making

Socrates Considered ‘father of western 
philosophy’. Said that all common 
beliefs had to be constantly 
questioned. Executed in Athens. 

Hippocrates Wrote books on medicine that were 
still being studied until 1700. Doctors 
still take ‘hippocratic oath’ today.

Herodotus First historian who wrote about the 
Persian wars. 

Pythagoras Developed geometry (making building 
easier) odd an even numbers. 

Aristotle Philosopher who tutored Alexander 
the Great. Pupil of Socrates.

Phillip of Macedonia. Father to Alexander. United all Greece 
before being killed by one of his 
bodyguards.

Alexander the Great 
(died 323 BC)

Very young Greek King who 
conquered Persia, Iran, Iraq and Egypt 
and parts of India.

753 BC – 450 AD 


