
Solid Wood

Softwood
E.g. Larch, Pine, Spruce etc.

● Softwoods come from coniferous trees. 

● These often have pines or needles.

● They do not lose leaves in the autumn 

(evergreen). 

● They are faster growing than hardwoods, making 

them cheaper to buy.

● They are considered a sustainable material.

Hardwood
E.g. Ash, Beech, Mahogany, Oak etc.

● Hardwoods come from deciduous trees
● They have large flat leaves that fall in the 

autumn. Hardwoods take many years to grow.
● They are not  easily sourced and are expensive to 

buy.

Key Vocabulary

Measure To find the exact size, weight, or amount of something that is found by 
using a ruler, tape measure, scale, or similar device.

Maquette A small model with the same proportions of the final product.

Cut To pierce, slice, or open with a sharp tool such as a knife, ax, saw, or 
scissors.

Sand To make smooth or polish with sandpaper.

Adhesive A sticky substance or material, such as glue.

Finishing processes Processes applied to material to improve appearance and or remove burrs 
and other surface flaws. E.g. Sanding, painting, varnishing, polishing etc.

Butt Joint A butt joint is a technique in which two pieces of material are joined by 
simply placing their ends together to form a right angle. The ends of the 
material must be flat.

Right angle The angle formed where two perpendicular lines meet. It measures ninety 
degrees.

Attach To join, fasten or connect.

Wood grain Wood grain refers to the lines that naturally appear in wood.

Knot A hard mass of wood at the point where a branch joins the trunk of a tree.

Tools & Health and safety

Pencil An instrument for writing, drawing, or marking. A 
pencil is made of wood and contain  a slender cylinder 
or strip of graphite. For precise measurements, HB 
pencils should be used. For design work, rendering 
(shading), a softer pencil can be used (2B, 4B etc).

Ruler Used  in the design process to draw straight lines. It 
can also be used  to measure lengths of material such 
as wood metal or plastic ready for cutting. 

Junior 
Hacksaw

The blade of a junior hacksaw is much smaller than a 
regular hacksaw. It is used for precise cuts in  small 
sections of wood.
• You must never touch the blade of the saw.
• When the saw is not in use, it must be placed 
carefully onto your table.
• You must never walk around the room with the saw 
in your hand.

Double Sided Bench Hook One side fits a 6-8mm dowel, the other fits a 10mm 
dowel.
The side you are using should be facing upwards 
whilst the other is pushed up against your table. This 
creates a stable work area for you to cut your dowel.
You must always use a bench hook when cutting your 
dowel otherwise there is a high risk of cutting yourself 
and or table and work surfaces.

Safety
Goggles

Plastic eyewear, worn to protect eyes.
Must be worn at all times.
When wood is cut it creates sawdust which could get 
into our eyes. 

Sandpaper Paper coated with sand. Used to smooth rough edges 
of  cut materials such as wood metal or plastic.
You should start with a  rough (course) grade and 
move to a smooth (finer) grade as you go. This will 
produce the best end result.

Glue Gun An electric gun-shaped device that heats up cylindrical 
canisters of glue, and ejects the hot glue when the 
trigger is squeezed.
Glue guns get extremely hot.
Never touch the dispenser.
Never touch the glue while it is translucent.
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Handle


