
2. How are rocks made?

The inside of the Earth is made of many layers. 

Below the surface is a layer of rock so hot it has melted into a liquid – called magma. 

If this magma cools enough, or escapes to the surface, new rocks are made.

1. Main types of rocks

Igneous rocks
Igneous rocks form when hot, molten magma, which comes from 
deep within the Earth, cools down. This often happens around 
volcanoes.

Sedimentary 
rocks

Sedimentary rocks are made when small pieces  of other rocks, called 
sediments, are buried together. Sediments are made when water, 
wind, or ice break up existing rocks.

Metamorphic 
rocks

Metamorphic rocks are made when other types of rock are melted 
and squeezed. They are squashed  and heated until they form new 
rocks

3. Rock types

Igneous Sedimentary Metamorphic

4. Key vocabulary

slate A fine-grained grey, green, or bluish-purple metamorphic rock 
easily split into smooth, flat plates.

granite

Granite is  a really tough rock! It  forms when magma cools slowly,
deep within the Earth, and it makes up most of the rock 
underneath the land. Granite is a popular stone used in road, rail, 
and building construction. 

chalk A white soft earthy limestone (calcium carbonate) formed from the 
skeletal remains of sea creatures.

sandstone Sedimentary rock consisting of sand or quartz grains cemented 
together, typically red, yellow, or brown in colour.

volcano
A mountain or hill, typically conical, having a crater or vent through 
which lava, rock fragments, hot vapour, and gas are or have been 
erupted from the earth's crust.

porous / 
permeable

A material that allows liquids or gases to pass through it. 

fossil Preserved remains, or evidence of, ancient life, found in many 
sedimentary rocks.

layers There are four separate layers within the earth. These are the 
crust, the mantle, the outer core, and the inner core.

erosion The break up and movement of pieces of rock called sediments by 
water, wind, or weather.

soil
The upper layer of earth in which plants grow, a black or dark 
brown material typically consisting of a mixture of organic remains, 
clay, and rock particles.


