
History - Test Your Skills
Year 6 Vikings

1. Choose all the reasons why the Vikings came to Britain.

2. What happened at Lindisfarne in 793AD?

1 mark

1 mark

East Anglia

Hastings

Kent

York

Wessex

seven

six

793

865

3. Fill in the blanks about the Great Heathen army.

Led by ..................................and Ivar the Boneless, a huge Viking army landed in 

East Anglia in ................................... AD. The king of .................................. provided 

the army with horses in exchange for peace, which helped the Vikings attack 

with speed. In 866AD, they had captured the city of ........................................ and 

named it their capital.  By 875AD, they had conquered ...................................... of 

the Anglo Saxons kingdoms, with one remaining - ................................................

1 mark

To steal treasure and valuable items.

To move away from Scandinavia, as it was too crowded.

To colonise and farm the fertile land.

To move to England as they pay less tax.

Halfdan Ragnarsson

Sweyn Forkbeard



4. Following the Battle of Edington, Alfred the Great defeated the Vikings.

A) Why do you think he baptised King Guthrum?

B) What did the Danelaw treaty, signed by Alfred and Guthrum, enforce?

7. Name one reasons as to why Cnut was given the title ‘Great’. Explain why.

5. Name one successful monarch between Alfred the Great and Aethelred  
the Unready. Why were they successful?

6. Why was Aethelred the Unready reign seen as a failure?   
Give two different reasons.

2 marks

1 mark

2 marks

1 mark



Total

/10

8. Order the events that occurred in 1066.

1 mark

William the Conqueror takes the throne and becomes the King of England.

Edward the Confessor dies and Harold Godwinson is crowned king.

Unprepared and exhausted, Harold Godwinson is killed and his army  
defeated at the Battle of Hastings.

Harold Godwinson defeats the Viking invasion at the Battle of Stamford  
Bridge killing Harold Hadrada.

Outraged Harold Hadrada and William of Normandy invade England.


