
4. Key vocabulary

Life cycle
The stages a living thing goes 
through during its life.

Germination
The process by which a plant 
grows from a seed.

Pollination The process by which a plant 
creates a new seed.

Metamorphosis

Metamorphosis is a process some 
animals go through to become 
adults. It is a series of physical 
changes.

Naturalist
A person who studies living things
and how they live in nature.3. Life Cycles

Mammals
(General)

Gestation          Young Independent Adult           Old Age

Amphibians
(Frogs)

Eggs          Tadpole (in water)           Tadpole (on land)            Adult Frog

Insects
(General)

Eggs          Larva          Pupa          Adult

Birds
(General)

Eggs          Young Independent Adult

1. Vertebrate Animal Groups

Fish: Fish are covered in scales and have fins. Fish breathe using gills which take oxygen out of the water.

Birds: Birds have feathers, are warm blooded and hatch from an egg.

Reptiles: Reptiles are cold-blooded and have dry, rough, scaly skin. They have lungs for breathing. Most reptiles hatch from eggs. 

Amphibians: Usually live part of its life in water and part of its life on land. They are cold-blooded. Most have smooth, moist skin and no scales. 

Mammals: Mammals are warm blooded. Babies are fed with milk from the mother’s body. A mammal has fur or hair.

2. Reproduction in Plants

Plants can reproduce in two different 
ways: sexual reproduction and
asexual reproduction.

Sexual reproduction requires pollination
between two different flowers. These 
plants need pollen from one flower to 
fuse with the ovule of another flower, 
which makes a seed.

Asexual reproduction only ever involves
one parent plant. The new plants are 
identical to the parent plant. They are 
clones.

5. Seed Dispersal

• Some seeds are transported by wind.
• Others are float, glide or spin through the air. 
• Plants growing near a river may use the flowing water

to transport their seeds. 
• Some seed pods are designed to explode and project

the seeds a good distance from the parent plant. 
• Many plants also use animals to carry seeds around by 

attaching to an animal’s fur or attracting animals to 
eat them.


