
4. Key vocabulary

Adapt To adjust to new conditions

Characteristic

Otherwise known as a trait- The 
revealing or distinguishing
qualities, typical of an 
individual character

Evolve To change or develop gradually 
over time

Extinct No longer in existence, no 
longer living

Fossil The remains of a plant or 
animal that lived long ago

Gene
The part of a cell that controls 
or influences the way a living 
thing grows or looks

Inherit
When living things reproduce 
they pass on characteristics to 
their offspring

Natural
selection

The process where organisms 
that are best suited to their 
environment survive and pass 
on their genetic traits in 
increasing number to 
successive generations

Species

A group of animals or plants 
that are similar and can 
produce young animals or 
plants

1. Key facts about evolution

a. All species have evolved from life forms that first developed about 3.5 billion years ago. 

b. In 1859, Charles Darwin presented his theory of evolution in  his book: On the Origin of Species.

c. Evolution occurs  through natural selection: a process of gradual gene mutations .

d. The extinction of the dinosaurs allowed other species such as mammals and birds to flourish.

Humans change over time -
facts

Humans did not evolve from 
apes!

Humans and apes share a 
common ancestor that lived 
millions of years ago

The common ancestor diverged, 
creating many branches of 
hominids

One branch eventually led to 
humans

Only the modern human species 
exist now

The last to die out was the homo 
floresiensis; which went extinct 
12,000 years ago in Indonesia

Fossil Stage 1 Fossil Stage 2 Fossil Stage 3 Fossil Stage 4
Minerals in the 
groundwater
replace the bone 
forming a fossil

The rock rises to 
the surface and 
is worn away by 
erosion

Animal is buried 
by sediment and 
soft parts decay

More sediment 
builds up and is 
compressed to 
form rock


