
Classical Music

Key facts

• The classical period is between the 
baroque and romantic periods. This 
means that music from the classical 
period is music composed between 1750 
– 1820.

• More pieces were written for string 
quartets which were made up of two 
violins, a viola and a cello.

• The piano was introduced during the 
classical period and replaced the 
harpsichord in many compositions.

Characteristics of Classical music
• Most music of the classical period has a 

clear melody. Music from the classical 
period often sounds much simpler than 
baroque music. There is often a tune with 
simple accompaniment using broken 
chords called an “Alberti bass”.

• Music from the classical period features 
many volume changes. It could be loud 
one second and quiet the next.

• Composers started their work with a tune 
and this would be developed in different 
ways: put in different keys, changed from 
a fast to a slow tune, or changed from 
minor to major and vice versa.

• Question and answer phrases were 
common in classical compositions.

Glossary 

Sonata The most important solo pieces of 
the Classical period were sonatas, 
written for any solo instrument but 
most notably composed for the 
piano. They consist of two to four 
movements.

Concerto A piece of music where a solo 
instrument features and is supported 
by an orchestra

Oratorio A large composition written for 
orchestra, choir and soloists. The text 
is usually based on scripture

Symphony A piece written in 4 movements and 
always written for an orchestra of 
between 30 and 100 members

Classical composers
Wolfgang 
Amadeus 

Mozart

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 –
1791) was considered one of the 
greatest musicians of the classical 
period. He was not only a great 
composer but also a conductor, 
pianist, organist and violinist. 
Famous pieces include:
• The Magic Flute
• Requiem Mass in D minor
• Sonata for piano in A major
• Eine kleine nachtmusik

Ludwig van 
Beethoven

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) 
was a German composer and pianist, 
who was one of the most important 
figures in the history of Western 
music.
Famous pieces include:
• Symphony No. 9
• Symphony No. 5
• Piano Concerto No. 4

Franz 
Joseph 
Haydn

Franz Joseph Haydn (1732–1809) was 
an Austrian composer and one of the 
most prominent composers of the 
Classical period. He wrote 107 
symphonies, 83 string quartets, 45 
piano trios, 62 piano sonatas, 14 
masses and 26 operas, amongst 
others.
Famous pieces include:
• Surprise symphony
• The Creation
• Trumpet Concerto
• Cello Concerto No. 2 in D major


