
Key vocabulary

Continent A large area of land that 
consists of many countries

South America One of the continents of the 
world. Where Brazil is located.

Favela A Brazilian shack or shanty 
town. A slum.

Economy The amount of money that a 
country possesses. 

Equator An imaginary line around the 
centre of the Earth. 

Physical 
feature 

Parts of the environment in a 
particular area such as, lakes, 
rivers, climate and natural 
vegetation. 

Development The process of changing and 
improving over time.

Settlement A place where a person or 
group of people live. 

Poverty
Lacking access to things most 
people would consider basic 
needs. 

Brazil facts
Brazil is the largest country in South America.

The name Brazil comes from a tree named ‘brazil 
wood.’

The capital city is Brasilia, while the largest city is 
Sao Paulo.

The population in 2019 was around 211 million 
people.

Brazil is the 5th largest country in the world by 
both land area and population.

Brazil is the only country in South America that 
speaks Portuguese.

Types of land in Brazil

Coastal Plains – A low flat-lying piece of land next to the ocean. 

Highlands - The land behind the plains that rises much higher. These areas cover around half of 
the land in Brazil. 

Tropical Rainforest – Large areas of land where the climate is hot and wet all year around. Large 
areas of forest and plantation grow. 

Life in the Favela

Brazil currently needs eight million more houses.

Many families live together in cramped conditions 
and make very basic shelters in the slums.

Some areas don’t have a proper water supply. 
Electrical wiring is basic and so is the sewage 
system. Diseases can spread easily among 
overcrowded communities.

Homes can be swept away by heavy rains. 
Landslides are common in Rio’s favelas and can 
demolish hundreds of shelters in a few seconds

Six major ecosystems of Brazil

Each has its own distinctive climate, habitats and wildlife.


