
Baroque Music

Baroque orchestra instruments
The Baroque orchestra was relatively small (a 
chamber orchestra)compared to the modern

orchestra This was because the orchestra was still 
evolving during the Baroque period. 

Strings violins, violas, cellos and double 
basses

woodwind recorders or wooden flutes, oboes 
and bassoon

brass sometimes trumpets and/or horns 
(without valves)

timpani kettledrums

continuo harpsichord or organ

Characteristics of Baroque music

• long flowing melodic lines often using 
ornamentation (decorative notes such 
as trills and turns)

• contrast between loud and soft, solo and 
ensemble

• a contrapuntal texture where two or 
more melodies are combined

• terraced dynamics - sudden changes in 
the volume level, sometimes creating an 
echo effect

• the use of harpsichord continuo

Glossary 
Trill Rapidly alternating between two 

notes 

Contrapuntal Two or more separate melodies 
performing at the same time

Chamber 
orchestra

An orchestra who play in rooms 
rather than large halls

Concerto A piece of music in three 
movements where a soloist 
performs and the orchestra 
accompanies them

Ostinato A repeated musical pattern, 
usually using the same note

Gigue A lively Baroque dance originating 
from the British jigBaroque composers

Johann 
Sebastian Bach

Famous pieces include:
• Brandenburg Concerto 

No. 4
• Toccata and Fugue in 

D Minor
• Mass in B Minor

George Frideric 
Handel

Famous pieces include
• Water Music
• Messiah

Antonio Vivaldi Famous pieces include
• The Four Seasons
• Violin Concerto in D 

minor
• Gloria

Key facts
The word ‘baroque’ is used to describe a style of 
art from a certain period of history. This includes 
paintings, architecture or music.

The Baroque era was a time when people liked 
large spaces and a lot of ornamentation. This can 
be seen in the architecture of famous buildings such 
as St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome or St, Paul’s Cathedral 
in London.

Baroque music was often a melody with a bass line 
at the bottom. There was usually a harpsichord or
organ that played the bass line as well, and made 
up chords in between. Often the composer did not 
write out all the chords, leaving it to the performer 
to decide exactly which notes to play.


