
2.The classification system Example

Domain: This is all living things. 
It is split into Archaea, Bacteria 
and Eukarya

Eukarya refers to all plants 
and animals. 
Archaea and Bacteria are 
single celled organisms.

Kingdom: Groups living things 
into how they obtain food and 
the type and number of cells in 
their body.

Animals that can move on 
their own.

Phylum: The animal kingdom is 
split into 40 smaller groups, 
based on  a main feature.

Chordates: (vertebrate) 
Animals with a backbone.

Class: Each phylum splits 
animals, who have even more 
in common, into class. E.g. 
mammals, reptiles etc.

Mammals: Chordates with 
fur or hair and give birth to 
live young.

Order: This classifies animals 
within a class. E.g. Primates are 
a type of mammal.

Primates: Mammals with 
collar bones and grasping 
fingers.

Family: Organisms within have 
so much in common they are 
said to be related to each other.

Hominids: Primates with 
relatively flat faces and 
opposable thumbs.

Genus: This is the generic 
name for an organisms. 

Homo: Hominids with 
upright posture and large 
brain.

Species: The strictest level. 
Organisms are the same 
species if they can breed with 
another organism within that 
species.

Homo Sapiens: Members of
the Homo genus with high 
forehead and complex 
language.

1. Classification of living things

• The classification system divides living 
things into categories. 

• There are eight different categories in 
the classification system.

• Each category gets more and more 
specific.

3. Carl Linnaeus
• Linnaeus was a Swedish scientist famous for his classification system: Linnaean 

taxonomy.

• He tried to give every species a unique name; this is called a binominal name. 

• An example is Homo sapiens- the binomial name for the human species. 

• It combines the Genus and the Species.

4. Key vocabulary

Bacteria 
Tiny organism 
that is neither
plant nor animal

Classify To group similar 
species together

Fungi

A group of living 
organisms which 
are not animals, 
plants, or 
bacteria

Micro-
organism

Living thing that 
is so small it can 
only be seen 
under a 
microscope

Taxonomy

The scientific
classification 
system which 
groups organisms 
based on their 
physical 
characteristics


