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Purpose of Policy 

Geography is a core foundation subject in the National Curriculum. This policy will form the basis upon which 
we map out the statutory orders for geography at Key Stage 2. It will outline the purpose, nature and 
management of how geography is taught and learned in our school and will inform new teachers of 
expectations. 
 
All staff are fully aware of their role in its implementation. Staff have access to the Policy via the school’s server 
on the Teacher’s Drive. Parents requesting to see a copy of the policy can do so via the school website. 
 
Purpose of studying geography 

A high-quality geography education should inspire pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people and 
natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical processes.  
 
Geography presents a unique contribution to the national curriculum. It studies people’s interaction with the 
environment. It allows children to explore social, environmental, economic and political aspects of place, whilst 
comparing local and global settings.  
 
Aims and Outcomes 

 

 To develop pupils’ enjoyment, interest in and knowledge of geography and an appreciation of its 
contribution to all aspects of everyday life 

 To build on pupils’ curiosity and sense of awe in our physical and social world  

 To introduce pupils to the language and vocabulary of geography 

 To better locational knowledge of the world’s countries, oceans and hemispheres 

 To connect human and physical geography; allowing children to investigate social, environmental, economic 
and physical aspects of the subject.  

 
 

The role and responsibility of the subject leader 

 To support and guide the classroom practice of teachers and support staff. 

 To ensure coverage, continuity and progression in planning. 

 To monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of geography teaching and learning. 

 To update documentation where necessary. 

 To produce action plans for the School Development Plan and manage the budget allocated effectively. 

 To liaise and consult with outside agencies where appropriate. 

 To prepare and lead INSET. 

 To attend relevant INSET training. 

 To review regularly the contribution made by geography to a meaningful curriculum. 

 To conduct book scrutiny to monitor outcome and progress. 

 To conduct pupil interviews. 

 To assess learning environments.  
 
Teaching and Learning  

 
Teaching of Geography should be shaped by the principles outlined in the Teaching and Learning policy.  
 
As in the National Curriculum, pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area 
to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and 
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characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop 
their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. 
 
Locational knowledge 
 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and 
South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities; 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including day and night); 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time; 

 
Place knowledge 
 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of 
a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South 
America; 

 
Place knowledge is taught through all units, with focused studies of Greater London (Year 5 Population, 
Settlement and Changes) Brazil (Year 4) and the French Alps (Year 5 Europe). 
 
Human and physical geography 
 

Describe and understand key aspects of:  

 Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

 Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, 
and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water; 

 
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork 
 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

 Conducting fieldwork to support topics of study, both in the local area and on residential trips. 
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Curriculum map 
 
The aims of the National Curriculum are achieved through weekly lessons taught through the school year, 
homework activities and trips and visits. 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 3 The United Kingdom Earthquakes Land Use 

Year 4 The Americas Biomes Brazil 

Year 5 
Rivers Europe 

Population, Settlement and 
Changes 

Year 6 Trade and Economics Mountains Our Changing World 

 
 
 
Assessment, Recording and Reporting on Progress 

Good assessment and evaluation improves the quality of teaching and learning and as such is integral to the 
whole process. In conjunction with this policy please also read the Feedback and Marking Policy and the 
Assessment Policy.  The school particularly values assessment as an on-going process and uses Assessment for 
Learning strategies. 
 
All Geography lessons include a clear Learning Objective taken from the Medium Term Plan on the T:Drive.  
 
In Geography, assessment is completed at the end of each unit, in the form of a 10-mark quiz. These provide 
information to inform a range of areas: accurate assessment of a child’s attainment; future planning; the next 
teacher of progress made, and to be of use in preparing the annual report to parents. The data is recorded on 
tracker for each topic covered, using a scoring system of 1-10 (2=with adult support, 4=Working towards, 6=At 
expected, 8=Greater depth shown, 10=Gifted and Talented).  
 
A comprehensive comparative essay will also be used as a formal assessment at the conclusion of each term.  
The essays form the answer to an essential question that summarises the topic of a specific term and should be 
written in stages as the term progresses.   
 
Assessment sheets 
 
Assessment sheets are used by both the class teacher and pupil to monitor understanding of the fundamental 
components of the module. These are designed by teachers in conjunction with the subject leader to capture 
what the outcomes of learning should be.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Churchfields Junior School                                                    GEOGRAPHY POLICY  
Reviewed by the Curriculum Committee                       Page 5 of 6 

Example of assessment sheet: 
 

 
 
 
Resources  

 
All resources are stored with the Geography Leader.  A full list is kept with the Geography Leader. The 
Geography Leader is responsible for completing an annual financial bid for the maintenance and development 
of the subject, in which new resources are highlighted. 
 

 All topics should incorporate the use of an atlas and textbooks which are located in classrooms in the 
bookcases. 

 All classrooms should display a globe.  
 
Displays 

 

 Geography displays should include challenging and relevant vocabulary to the topic of study. 

 Key questions should be posed and allow children to respond on the display or orally in lessons. 

 The display should act as a prompt for written work, explanations should be modelled and displayed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Components of the module 
shown. Should follow LOs 
used in lessons 

Children self-assess learning 
using 1-3 ticks to indicate 
confidence with the statement- 
3 being the highest rating.   

Teacher assesses child’s 
understanding of each 
component of the module. 
Learning is assessed between 
‘with support’ and ‘expert’.  

Challenging key 
vocabulary which should 
be used by all children 
throughout the  module.  
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Examples: 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Review 

 
This policy is reviewed by staff and governors every three years.  Parents are most welcome to review a copy of 
this document on the school website and comments are invited from anyone involved in the life of the school. 

Key vocabulary displayed 
showing a high level of 
challenge.   

Displays key questions and 
provides post-it notes to 
encourage children to 
respond.  

Key table of data to 
demonstrate layout and 
highlight trends found in 
information.   

Modelled writing  
demonstrating the 
expectations for written 
work in geography.    

Globe  

Questions posed  
with children’s  
responses.  


